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cumstances lie might accept a favour from his ' best friend and benefactor/ but not in the autumn of 1868.
The election was to be fought upon domestic issues, and it would avail Disraeli little with the new electors that he was able to boast, with good reason, that a great improvement had supervened in our foreign relations by the substitution of Stanley for Russell in the direction of our policy. He dwelt on this improvement on more than one occasion, but especially in a speech at Merchant Taylors' Hall in June.
When we acceded to office the name of England was a name. of suspicion and distrust in every Court and Cabinet. There was no possibility of that cordial action with any of the G-reat Powers which is the only security for peace; and, in consequence of that want of cordiality, wars were frequently oc-curring. But since we entered upon office, and public affairs were administered by my noble friend [Stanley] ... I say that all this has changed; that there never existed between England and foreign Powers a feeling of greater cordiality and confidence than now prevails; that while we have shrunk from bustling and arrogant intermeddling, we have never taken refuge in selfish isolation; and the result has been that there never was a Government in this country which has been more frequently appealed to- for its friendly offices than the one which now exists.
The Liberals could only reply that a considerable im-provement had been effected in Clarendon's few months of office after P'almerston's death, and reproach Disraeli, in Gladstone's words, with his language of ' inflated and exag-gerated eulogy.' That Stanley's conduct of foreign affairs was eminently satisfactory was the general opinion of all parties.
It looked at one time as if Disraeli would have the good fortune of settling the acute questions which separated this country from America. His constant yet dignified friend-liness to the United States throughout the troubled period of the Civil War merited such a success. The difficulty mainly arose from the negligence, in the observance of neu-disregarding the persistent animosity of Inn pencil, His enduring gratitude to a benefactor was manifested in a still more striking manner,Only, for family reasons, he should like to know, an soon as might be convenient, what the decision was.
